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ISAIAH v. 4. 


FW hat could have been done more to 
my vineyard that I have not done 
in it ? wherefore, when I looked 
that it ſhould have brought forth 
grapes, brought it forth wild 
grapes? | 


SES N ſuch a day as this I hall 


SQ 


e not fo much as enquire 
82 5 48 n 

Ve [=== what other ſenſe may be 
AW IV given to any of the words 


1 Ln: 
<a = — 


Il I have now read to you, 

YAY beſides that which offers 
itſelf at firſt ſignt. They 
are a parable indeed, but caly to be under- 
flood, and a manifeſt expoſtulation of God 
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with a church and people who had enjoy'd 
the moſt diſtinguiſhing privileges, and had 
acted in a manner the moſt unſuitable to 
them. 

THEY are here repreſented as the vine- 
ward of God, a vineyard in @ very fruitful 
bill, which he had fenced about ; which 
he had planted with the choiceſt vine; had 
built a tower in the midſt of it; had made a 
wine-preſs in it; and loked therefore that it 
ſhould bring forth grapes, the nobleſt and the 
richeſt grapes; and, contrary to all reaſon- 
able expectation, 1? brought forth wild grapes, 
the fruit of a degenerate plant, unworthy the 
ſtock, and the care of the planter, as he 
complains in the prophecy of Teremzah, 
chap. ii. 21. 

AND, that there might be no queſtion 
what was the purport of ſuch a parable, 
the prophet himſelf explains it, ver. 7. The 

5 vineyard of the Lord of hoſts is the houſe of I 
rael, and the men of fudah his pleaſant plant; 
and be looked for judgment, and behold op- 
preſſion ; and for righteouſneſs, and behold a cry. 

Wrar we propoſe then in the choice 
of ſuch words is this: 


I. To conſider the caſe of T/ael. 

II. To enquire how far the parallel may 
be drawn between ſuch a people and our- 
ſelves. And then 

as III. To 
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HI. To make ſome proper uſe of it on 
ſuch an occaſion. And, 


I. As to the caſe of 1/ae/, with which 
I am to begin, we may conſider them either 
as a nation, or as a church. And, 

1. Ir we conſider them merely as a na- 
tion, even in This reſpect they might ſcem to 
be a peculiar people to God above all the peo- 
ple of the earth, He declares in Deut. xxxii. 
8. that he had ſet the bounds of all other 
nations, according to the number of the children 
of Iſrael, As if in the diſtribution of the 
ſeveral parts of the habitable carth, he had 
taken care to leave room and a ſpace for 
his own choſen people according to their 
numbers, Their ſituation was in the centre 
of the then inhabited world. And, as he 
had tranſplanted this vine out of Egypt, that 
it might not ſuffer by the change of the 
ſoil, he planted it in a very fruitful hill; in 
a land flowing with milk and honey ; abound- 
ing with corn, and wine, and oil; watered 
with the dew of heaven, and bleſs'd with 
the former and the latter 1 uin; ſcaſons un- 
known in Egypt. , 

AND this his vineyard he had fenced, or 
wall'd, about: had encloſed it, as it were, 
from the reſt of the world, and guarded it 
on every fide from any ſudden invaſion; 
with vaſt mountains, and endleſs deſerts to 

B 2 the 
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the eaſt; a narrow tract of land where it 
might eaſieſt be centred from the north or 
the ſouth; and, with what the ſcripture 
calls the great ſea to the weſt : And here, 
it there were, as it muſt be own'd there 
were, ſome leſſer communities neighbour- 
ing upon them, they were not powerful 
enough to endanger them in the ordinary 
{tate of things ; and, from all enemies that 
might attempt to invade them from the 
ſea, they were, as one of our own writers 
juſtly faith of the States of Holland with 
regard to this nation, a kind of out-guard 
to them on the continent, and the firſt that 
mult be attack'd from abroad. 

Bo r they had a ſurer guard than all this; 
the divine providence and protection, ſo long 
as they were faithful to their God, and un- 
derſtood their intereſt and their duty. For 
as the Pfalmiſt ſays in the cxxvh Pſalm, 


As the mountains are round about Jeruſalem, 
ſo the Lord is round about his people for ever. 


Ir they might either fear the ſurprizes, 
or the number and force of their enemies; 
with regard to the former, he, who has the 
hearts of all men in his hands, aſſures them, 
that even when they ſhould leave the bor- 
ders of their land defenceleſs, as they were 
obliged to do three times in the year, hen 
all the males among them were to appear, by 
the command of God, in the place where he 
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ſhould ſet his name; no man ſhould fo much 
as DESIRE therr land in thoſe times; Exod. 
xxxiv. 24. And this was a ſtanding mira- 
cle among them, as well as a remarkable 
inſtance of the power of God even over 
the hearts of FREE creatures. | 

AND as to the numbers and force of their 
enemies, he promiſes to be preſent with 
them in all their conflicts; to lead forth 
their armies, and fight their battles; and 
that under his conduct and influence one 
of them ſhould chaſe a thouſand, and two 
put ten thouſand to flight : as we ſee it veri- 
fied in the very letter in the account of the 
worthies of David, 2 Sam. xxiii. and in the 
hiſtory of Jonathan and his armour-bearer, 
I Sam. xiv. 13---15. compared with ver. 6. 
while at other times they had nothing to 
do, but to fand ſtill and ſee the ſalnation 
of God : to behold the ſea cloſing upon 
their enemies, the ſtars in their courſes 
fighting againſt them, their ſwords ſheath'd 
in each others bowels, or the angel of the 
Lord chafing of them, or ſlaying them by 
hundreds of thouſands. 

HEN E are thoſe exulting expreſſions of 
the faith of his people, which we read in 
the xlvi® Pſalm, ver. 1, to the end. The Lord 
of hoſts is with us, the God of Jacob is our 
refuge. Selah. Therefore will not we fear, 

though 
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though the earth be removed, though the moun- 
tains be carried into the depth of the ſea, &c. 

WI then might he ſay, he had built 
a tower, who had erected himſelf as a migh- 
ty tower in the midſt of this people ; and 
well might they cry out in the view of ſuch 
an almighty defence, The Lord is my rock, and 
my fortreſs, the horn of my ſalvation, and 
my high tower ; Pſal. xviii. 1. 

AND this protection it was always in their 
power, and at their choice, to enjoy: and, at 
the ſame time, to enjoy all the riches and 
abundance that a land, thus own'd, and 
bleſs'd, and guarded of God, conld give 
them. He would feed them with the fineſt 
of the wheat, and with honey out of the rock 
would he ſatisfy them. And, again, their 
ſons ſhould be as plants grown up in their youth, 
their daughters as corner-ſlones, poliſhed after 
the ſimilitude of a palace. Their garners 
ſhould be always full, their ſheep Should bring 
forth thouſands and ten thouſands in their 
ſheep walks. Their oxen ſhould be ſtrong for 
labour, and there could be no breaking in, 
of- forcing out, and no complaining in their 
ſtreets. Pal. cxliv. 

IT foall come to paſs, ſaith Moſes, in 
Deut. vii. 12. if ye hearken to theſe judg- 
ments to do them, that the Lord by Ged 
will love thee, and bleſs thee, He vill alſo 
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14 the fruit of thy womb, and the fruit of 
land, the increaſe of thy kine, and the 


ct of thy ſheep. Thou ſhalt be bleſſed a- 
bove ALL people, there ſhall not be male or 
female barren among you, nor among your cat- 


le; and the Lord ſhall take away from thee 


all fickneſs. Exod. xxiii. 25. Thus they 
ſhould enjoy all that a nation can with to 
enjoy, to make it a rich, a powerful, and 


a happy people. 
HAPPY, indeed, is the people that ts 


in ſuch a caſe; yea, happy is that people 
whoſe God 1s F « Lord Pal. cxliv. 15. 
cxlvi. 

Ax b this brings me to the 

SECOND view in which we may regard 
them, that is, as a church, as well as a 
people, to God on the earth ; 3 a holy nation, 
as well as a choſen generation ; in other words, 
a kingdom of ſaints: For there was a ſenſe 
in which it was really true, what was once 
vainly ſaid, that * a/l the Lord's people were 
boly. A people, I mean, who ſtood in {7 
covenant-relation to him, and who had all 
received the ſeal of ſuch a covenant, and 
even the ſeal of the righteouſneſs of faith it- 
ſelf, and of all the bleſſings with which 
God will bleſs for both worlds and bleſs 
forever, For he who ſtyles himſelf the 
God of Abraham, the God of Iſuac, and the. 
God Jacob, and who has ſaid, This 7s my 


Jill, 
2 Numb. xvi. 3. 1 Cor. vii. 14. 
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name FOREVER, and this is my memorial 
to all generations. He 1s not the God of the 
dead but of the living. They are therefore 
{till alive to him, and alive to him as his 
covenant-people, or he would be aſhamed 
to be called their Gop, as the apoſtle aſ- 
ſures us, Heb. xi. 16. and this agreeably to 
the reaſonings of our Lord before him. 

Lake xx. 3 
AN p he had made abundant proviſion 
for the faith and obedience of this people. 
They received a law from the mouth of 
God himſelf. They heard his voice ſpeak- 
ing to them, a voice more than human, 
from the midſt of a mount burning with fire. 
And, in all following ages, he continued 
to ſpeak to them ſometimes by himſelf up- 
on great and urgent occaſions, and at all 
times by a ſucceſſion of prophets raiſed up 
amongſt them: and, in all ordinary caſes, 
the Prieſis lips were to keep knowledge, and 
they had a right to demand the law from 
their mouths, a law that was to be read to 
them at ſtated times, and for many ages 
was read daily in their ſynagogues. And in 
the temples they were allowed to enquire 
of God himſelf, an advantage ſo great in the 
apprehenſion of David, that he looks upon 
it as the moſt ineſtimable privilege in life. 
One thing have J defired of the Lord, that 
will J ſeek after, that I may dwell in the 
houſe 


b Deut. v. 22—20, © xxXxi, 10, Acts xv. 21. 
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dience and gratitude ? And how juftly might 
he put the queſtion as he does, I hat ves 
there to be done more for my vineyard that 1 
have not done ? 

CovuLD I have done more for them as 
a people? could I have done more for them 
as a church ? 

Have they not enjoyed fufficzent ? have 
they not enjoyed abumdant means of im- 
provement and fruitfulneſs? and where lies 
the fault then if they have not been effec- 
tual ? 

THr1s is his expoſtulation concerning 
them. For the juftice of which he refers 
himſelf to their own judgment and con- 
{ciences. And now, that is, after all this 
care and culture, and fuch a diſappoint- 
ment; and now, O inbabitants of Fernfalem, 
and men of fudab, judge, I proy you, betwixt 
me and my vineyard. 

. I wILL not go over the hiſtory of 
this people to ſhew the propriety of ſuch an 
expoſtulation with them. Their own prieſts 
and prophets, and the authors of their 
Pſalms, have done it. See Ezra ix. 7. and 
more particularly the larger confeſtion in 
the ix of Nebemiab, with the cyi” Pfalm, 
from the beginning to the end. And whence 
are all the complaints of the prophet before 
us, and with which his prophecy opens? 

| C 2 | Hear 
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Hear O heavens, and give ear O earth, 
for the Lord has ſpoken : J have nouriſhed 
and brought up children, and they have rebell'd 
azainſt mc. The ox knows his owner, and 
the aſs his maſter's crib : but Iſrael des not 
know, my people does not confider. Ah finful 
nation, & people laden with iniquity, a ſeed of 
evil deers. They have provoked the holy one 
of Iſrael io anger; they are gone away back- 
ward, or alienated from him. 

Tuus Feremiab, thus Ezekzel, and thus 
indecd all the prophets. They had no rea- 
ſon then to be exaſperated, in the manner 
they were, againſt holy Stephen, when he 
ſaith to them, Acts vii. 5 154. 2 fi 
neched and uncircumciſed in heart and ears, 


ye do akoays re/iſt the Holy Ghoſt, ye and your 
fathers. See Jer. ix. 26. 

AND even he, who would have been 
their willing and joyful Saviour, how does 
he complain of them aloud, and lament over 
them, Luke x11. 34. O Ferufalem ! Feruſa- 
In] thou that ki left the prophets, and ſtoneſt 
them that are ſent to thee ; how often would I 
have gathered thy children together, as a ben 
doth gather her brood under her wings, and 


VE WOULD NOT! 


AND thus far we have conſidered the caſe 


of Iſrael or the Jews. 
I AND 
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houſe of the Lord all the days of my life, to 
behold t he beauty of the Lord, and to enquire 
in his temple. Pal. xxviii. 4. [O God, thou 
art my God, early will I ſeck thee. My 
ſoul thirſteth for thee, my fieſh longeth for 
thee, to fee thy power and thy glory ſo as 
I have ſeen thee in the ſanctuary. P/al. Ixili. 
For here God himſelf reſided, and after a 
fort dwelt with them on the earth, and 
they preſented themſelves before the Lord. 
Therefore the Pſalmiſt faith in the 84" 
Pſalm, How amiable are thy tabernacles, 
O Lord of hoſts, my foul longeth, yea, 
even fainteth for the courts of my God. 
Bleſſed are they that may dwell in thy houſe, 
they will be ſtill praifing thee. Selah. ] 
Tuus he ſhewed his word unto Facob, 
his ſtatutes and his judgments unto Iſrael. 
He had not dealt jo with any nation, and as 


for his judgments they had not known them. 


Pſal. cxlvii. wr. 

Nor that God was the God of the Jews 
only, and, not of the Gentiles, tho' he was 
indeed their God in a peculiar manner. 
The great apoſtle of the Gentiles rejects 
with indignation fo narrow a thought, and 
ſo unworthy that God who 7s no reſpecter of 
perſons. The temple had its court of the 
Gentiles, as well as its inner court, and his 


houſe was a houſe of prayer for all people, 


though ſome temporary ordinances of it 


3 were 
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1 were peculiar to the Jews, But all this 
1 knowledge they enjoy d not for their own 
fakes merely, but for the ſake of others, 
| that che lat might one day go forth out of 
| Zron, and the word of the Lord from Jeru- 
| falem, till all feb ſhall fee the ſalvation of 
Ged. They were therefore only the choſen 
inſtruments of the greateſt good to the reſt 
of mankind. To preſerve the prophecies, 
and the promiſes of the coming of him 
whom the Samaritans juſtly expected as the 
Saviaur of the world; and who was to teach 

all things to all nations. 

Bur though ſome nation muſt be choſen 
for ſuch a purpoſe, and theſe were not 
choſen for their own ſakes, but with a 
view to the inſtruction of all mankind, yet 
hereby great was their privilege to be choſen 
thus the firſt to enjoy the mercy which 
they were to communicate to all the world. 
For, when the apoſtle had made the con- 
cefſion, He is not the God of the Jews only, 
and it was natural to object, what advan- 
tage then hath the Few? much every way, 
faith he, but chiefly, becauſe to them were 
committed the oracles of God. Rom. iii. 1, 2. 
with ix. 4, 5. 

Tust were their privileges, theſe their 
advantages, and what then might not be 
reaſonably expected from ſuch a people? 
what fruits, that is, what returns of obe- 

dience 
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people that never heard the name of Great 
Britain are yet the richer and the happier 
for it. 

'Tis the fame ſituation that gives us 
peace oftentimes in our borders, when all 
the reſt of the nations about us are in a ge- 
neral commotion ; and which ſecures us 
from any ſudden attempts and incurſions of 
foreign enemies, to which the borders of 
neighbouring nations are continually expos'd 
upon the continent ; and eſpecially, while 
we remain, as hitherto we have generally 
been, for ſome ages, maſters of the ſea ; 
or formidable at leaſt by our naval power, 
and ſuperior in the number, the ſkill, and 
ſpirit of our mariners. * 

FoR this reaſon, ſince the two nations 
that inhabit the north and ſouth of this 
iſland, have been united under one com- 
mon head, no invaſion from abroad has 
ever been attempted, or never with ſucceſs ; 
one only excepted, which we ourſelves in- 
vited, and even long'd and pray'd for the 
ſucceſs of it, as we had the higheſt reaſon 
to do. 


AND, by the ſame advantage, we gene- 
rally enjoy a temperature of ſeaſons both with 
regard to heat and to cold, which no other 
people that we know under the whole hea- 
ven enjoy, within the ſame latitude, or un- 


der 
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der the fame climate, either on the con- 
tinent, or in any of the iflands *, 

Tur ſame clemency of the air is the 
true reaſon alſo of the natural riches of the 
ſoil in corn and paſture, added to the ſecret 
treaſures in the bowels of the earth, in 
mines of iron, and lead, and tin, from 
which more authors than one have thought 
this iſland derived its name of Britain, tho 
upon a different account. Mines inexpreſ- 
ſibly more valuable in their intrinſic worth 
than thoſe of Peru or both the Indies. In 
the enjoyment of which we poſſeſs every 
thing within ourſelves, that is due to the 

neceſſities 


And whether there be centuries, as well as there 
are ſets of years among us, more kindly to human 
bodies, as well as to the fruits of the earth; or whe- 
ther it be owing to long collected materials for peſti- 
lential fumes, more plentifully exhaling in certain ſea- 
fons of unuſual rains and heats, from earths that have 
been cover'd for thouſands of years with numerous 
buildings ; or to the nature of the buildings them- 
ſelves ; certain it is, that ſince the laſt great plague 
and the univerſal conflagration of a city more antient 
than any hiſtory of this ifland, there is hardly any 
other City in the world where ſo many of thoſe who die 
weekly, appear to have liv'd, ſome much more, and 
many near a hundred years old ; or where the num- 
ber of thoſe that die yearly for upwards of ſeventy 


years together, has hardly once exceeded one fifth or 


{ixth part of their uſual proportion. 
Cooper in Voce Britannia, and Bochart's Phaleg. 
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Anp do we think that they were worſe 
than other nations, and that there was a 
peculiar ſtupidity or malignity of nature in 
this people ; and that no other nation under 
the like enjoyments would have acted with 
the like ingratitude ? 

ALAs ! theſe people were our ENSAM- 
pLES. Human nature is much the ſame 
in all the ſons and daughters of apoſtate 
Adam. Theſe things therefore were ⁊vritten 
for ou admonition, who are generally apt 
to have better thoughts of ourſelves, and 
are ready to imagine we are not capable of 
the thouſandth part of the evils which we 
yet do, when placed in circumſtances of pe- 
culiar temptations. 

AND if we are ſtil] ready to judge other- 
wiſe, let us now compare our own privi- 
leges, and our own conduct, with the pri- 
vileges and behaviour of the eus of old. 

AND thus we are come to 


mw OA 


x II. Tur ſecond part of our deſign, to 

- KF remember our own advantages, and en- 

: quire impartially into our own behaviour ; 

mand ſeriouſly conſider whether the ſame 

4 God may not take up the ſame complaint 

| againſt us, and expoſtulate with us in the 
ſame manner. And 

Firſt, Lx r us conſider our privileges, 

or the divine vouchſafements to us, and 

this 
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this both as a nation and as a church, and 
firſt, 

1. As a nation, If we reflect in what 
manner the divine providence has diſtin- 
guiſh'd us from moſt, if not from all the 
nations of the earth, with regard to our civil 
privileges, and even our natural advantages 
themſelves. 

WHAT a ſituation do we enjoy ? 

Wurar ſecurity from hence, as far as 
any ſituation on this earth can promiſe ſe- 
curity ? 

War healthful ſeaſons? 

WHarT riches and abundance ? 

AND above all, what liberty, without 
which all the reſt could little avail us? 

Wr inhabit an iſland, divided from all 
the reſt of the world by the fea ; lying yet 
between the two worlds, the old and the 
new, in the moſt convenient ſituation for 
trade and commerce with either, and by 
ſuch a cement to unite all the nations of 
the earth into one body, and into one com- 
mon intereſt in each other. 

AN iſland, if not the largeſt, as it has 
been long eſteem d, yet by far the nobleſt 
in all the world, and of the greateſt impor- 
tance to all the reſt of mankind, who feel 
its influence in every nation and corner of 
the earth; and many remote and barbarous 


people 
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neceſſities or comfort of human life; and 
go abroad only to add to the luxury or 
ſuperfluities of it. 

Bur the chief bleſſing of heaven as a ci- 
vil ſociety is the nature of our conſtitution ; 
and the liberty ſecured to us by the great 
charter and fundamental law of this land; 
and under the advantages of which we feel 
ourſelves ſafe in our perſons and in all our 
poſſeſſions. The bodies, it faith, of all En- 
gliſimen are free: The meaneſt perſon that 
has any property among us, holds it with the 
ſame ſecurity as the greateſt ; and his per- 
fon is as ſacred, that is, as much under the 
protection and guard of the law, as the king 
upon the throne. So that as the Jews of 
old were a kingdom of prieſts, becauſe the 
tribe of Leui were expreſly taken for the 
ſeryice of the tabernacle, in the room of 
the firſt-born and head of every family in 
Hrutl, who were therefore repreſented by 
them, Numb. iii. 12, 13. vii. 16, 17. we 
may be ſaid, for a like reaſon, to be a na- 
tion of kings; as every law is ſuppoſed to 
be made by the joint concurrence of the 
whole nation, preſent at the making of 
them, and conſenting to them, by thoſe 


who repreſent them, and are choſen by 


them. And it muſt be therefore our own 
fallt if we are not governed according to 
our own hearts deſire. Nor can we ſuffer 
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in any of our valuable rights, but by our 
own miſconduct and folly. 

AND as for thoſe who preſide in the 
government and execute the laws, they 
have the greateſt happineſs a wiſe and good 
man would ever defire; never to be left 
to the ſway of paſſion, or impotence of 
power, to do thoſe things which they would 
certainly repent the moment they had done 
them, or would have reaſon to do it. They 
Judge only as the law has judg'd before them, 
and execute only what the united wiſdom 
of the whole nation has directed them to 
put in execution. For which reaſon tis a 
maxim of our law, that the king of England 
can do no wrong. And to have a power to 
all good, and no wrong, which is the power 
of the ſupreme magiſtrate among us, this 
is a ſituation that angels themſelves rejoice 
to be in, and * ſaints already arriv'd in hea- 
ven. Such is the power that our kings 
poſſeſs, and ſuch the rights of our — 
ple. Happy if kings and ſubjects believe 
themſelves to be ſo, and act in the ſpirit of 
the conſtitution under which they ' govern 
and are governed, for the mutual advantage 
and felicity of both, Fu 

0% 


f See the words in which the prince of Wales regol- 
tes the ſubſtance of the chancellor's diſcourſe in that 


admirable dialogue of Forteſcue de laudibus legum An- 
gliæ, ch. xiv. N 
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Too happy if their happineſs they know. 


2. BuT this liberty will appear a till 
greater and more defireable bleſſing, if we 
come to conſider ourſelves not merely as 
a civil, but as a chriſtzan ſociety. 

Tae lau of Jeſus, which is but an- 
other word for the law of liberty, was 
preach'd very early in this iſland ; and at a 
time when we have hardly any certain ac- 
count of the civil government of it. And 
when Rome firſt ſent her monks to intro- 
duce their ſuperſtitions here, the iſland 
was full of the antient and original chriſ- 
tians, who rejected their rites, as well as 
their authority, and ſuſtain'd a long and 
dreadful perſecution from the new con- 
verts. | 

HERE alſo, in the depth of popiſh dark- 
neſs and tyranny, a light aroſe in the per- 
ſon of Wickliß, that afterwards broke out 
with greater luſtre in Germany, and intro- 
duced a more general reformation in all the 
northern kingdoms of chriſtendom. And 
how much farther we in this nation could: 
have wiſhed, or ſhould have rejoiced to 
have ſeen the original chriſtianity reſtored 
in the purity and ſimplicity of it, and eſpe- 
cially in the liberty with which Chriſt has ſet 
us free; yet have we abundant reaſon to 
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thank God, that it was carried to ſuch a 
length as it was; and that all, who have 
eyes to ſee, may ſce with their own eyes, 
and read thoſe ſacred and ineſtimable 
writings which are able to make us wiſe to 


ſaluatian. And, whatever it were in any 


paſt times ,or reigns, we ought to ac- 
knowledge with utmoſt gratitude to God, 
that now, for fifty years and more, we all 
enjoy the utmoſt liberty of enquiry and 
profeſſion ; and may know and practiſe, 
fully and openly, whatever our hearts de- 
fire to know, and our conſciences ſuggeſt to 
us to be right to profeſs and practiſe as chriſ- 


AnD we aſſemble together from ſabbath 
to ſabbath, and none maketh us afraid. 

An p whether any. nation under the 
whole heaven, enjoys the ſame liberty in 
the ſame extent, may be juſtly doubted. 

Fox wherever. a national religion is eſta- 
bliſhed by a law, without a liberty. to diſ- 
ſent, there the faith and conſcience of the 

blic. muſt be the private faith and con- 
Kien ce alſo; that is, there muſt be no ſuch 
thing as faith and conſcience thenceforward 
allowed by any law in ſuch a nation. 

To have the bible then in every. hand 
among us, and to be able to chuſe our ſpi- 
ritual guides to inſtruct or aſſiſt our en- 
quiries, and to place ourſelves under their 

inſtruction 
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inſtruction or admonition, and even under 
the influences of the divine ſpirit promis'd 
to be preſent with us in the facred aſſem- 
blies of chriſtians ; and to do this every ſab- 
bath; and if we pleaſe, in this great city, 
every day of the week, if our leifure per- 
mits, or our inclination leads us to do it; 
is not this to enjoy all that the great God 
can properly give us to enjoy for the diffuſ- 


ing of knowledge, or communicating grace | ; 


to free creatures? 

AND to have this liberty continued and 
ſecured to us by a ſucceſſion of deliver- 
ances, repeated ſo often, from all the attempts 
of all thoſe who would have introduced 
among us either civil or religious tyranny ; 
and this by the moſt kind, the moſt ſea- 
ſonable, and the moſt wonderful interpoſi- 
tion of his almighty over-ruling provi- 
dence ; what obligations does it not lay us 
under, and what may not God epen from 
ſuch a people? 1 ts 
Wur I conſider therefore by what a 
ſeries, of almoſt miraculous ſalvations, God 
has ever delivered this church and nation, 
and even from worſe than Egyptian ſlavery ; 
and how from Queen Ekzabeth down to our 
days, the winds and the ſeas have remark- 
ably fought for us, and forbad invaſions, or 
conducted deliverances, when we feem'd to 
ourſelves to ſtand upon the very brink of 

rum; 
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ruin ; and how, laſtly, in the hour of our 
utmoſt danger and fears, both for our reli- 
gious and civil liberties, under a weak or 
wicked miniſtry, he peaceably, ſucceſsfully, 
and without oppoſition, contrary to all our 
expectations a little before, introduced the. 
preſent illuſtrious family among us ; and has 
confirmed ſo often the proſpect of the pro- 
teſtant ſucceſſion by a numerous offspring, 
and happy alliances with ſo many other 
auſpicious families, and particularly in the 
laſt marriage of the Prince with the houſe 
of Saxony; to whoſe early and powerful 
protection of Luther, we owe, under God, 
the great reformation ; and may hope to 
ſhare with them for ourſelves and our poſ- 
terity, all the bleſſings promiſed to the ſeed 
of martyrs and confeſſors to thouſand gene- 
rations : I ſay, when we conſider all theſe 
things, may I not addreſs myſelf to you, as 
Moſes does to Iſrael, Deut. iv. 4. The Lord 
hath taken you, and brought you out of the 
iron furnace, to be to him a people of inhe- 
ritance, as at this day. And again, Deut. 
xxvi. 18, The Lord hath avouched thee to be 
his peculiar people, and to make thee high above 
all nations, in praiſe, and in name, and in 
honour ; if we, I mean, refuſe not the ho- 
nour and felicity, as once we certainly did, 
now about thirty years ago, when we ſeemed 
by an amazing ſeries of ſucceſsful fieges and 
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repeated victories, to ſtand in the ſtrongeſt, 
point of light and glory of all the nations. 
Bur if this ſhould be thought a carrying 


- the parallel too far, yet ſurely when we re- 


flect upon our invaluable privileges and en- 
joyments, both as a people and as a church, 
we ought to acknowledge that he, who has 
thus fenced us about, and guarded us on 
every fide, and who has always appeared as 
our high tower in the midſt of us, and made 
us the objects of his continual care and cul- 
ture, has the higheſt reaſon to ſay to us as 
he does to ue of old, What could I have 
done more for you that I have not done? 
And may he not alſo as juſtly add, concern- 
ing this his vineyard as concerning that of 
old, Wherefore when T expected it ſhould bring 
forth grapes, brought it forth wild grapes? 


III. Ax p fo I am led on to the more 
melancholly part of the parallel. 

To compare our behaviour, under all 
theſe advantages, with that of this ungrate- 
ful and unfruitful le. | 

1. Fo firſt, if we conſider our natural 
and civil advantages, the health and peace; 
the riches, and the plenty, which we have 
enjoyed in ſo long a ſucceſſion of years, 
have we been thankful? have we been fruit- 
ful? have we not rather abuſed ſuch fa- 
yours, or uſed them only as the MF 
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inſtruments of luſt and luxury? have we 
not regarded them only as the ready mate- 


rials for a life of pleaſure, and an 2 


to eyery vice and folly ; and exchanged that 
diligence, and temperance, and application to 
buſineſs, which was the true ſource of the 
prteſent riches of the nation, for vanity and 


ſhew ; tor idleneſs, extravagance, and pro- 
fuſeneſs of living, the certain indication, as 
well as cauſe of he approaching ruin -and 
poverty of any nation ? 

AND this will appear, with a yet x more 
formidable aſpect, if we conſider theſe vices, 
not merely as the waſte of time, and the 
profuſion of wealth; but as they appear in 
the eyes of a boly God, as S1N$,' or as 
CRIMES, and theſe of a very provoking 
nature and aggravated guilt; the ſoutce of 
atheiſm and impiety; when, in the words 
of the 12 verſe of our chapter, it is come 
to this with any people, that be harp and 
the viol, the tabret and pipe, and wine are 


in their Mvolling but that they regard not 


the work of the Lord, neither confider the 
operation of his hand. For there is hothing 


that extinguiſhes more a ſenſe of God, and 
ſerious religion, or is mort inconſiſtent with 


habitual piety, than a' perpetual and endleſs 
ſucceſſion of pleaſures, which iſſues ſoon in 
an utter forgetfulneſs of God, or diſfrcliſh 
at rat of — pleaſures of religion, 2 
upi 
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ſtupid inattention to the moſt inſtructive 
and awakening diſpenſations of his grace or 
providence. 

Bou r I intend to be more particular on 
this head, which is the principal part of the 
buſineſs of ſuch a day. 

AND not to look back into former times, 
I ſhall call to mind only what has been the 
deportment of this nation ſince our laſt 
great and glorious deliverance at the happy 
Revolution. And I ſhall do it under the 
three following heads, which reſpect cither, 


The decay of religion, 
The growth and ſpirit of infidelity, 


Or the zncreaſe of immorality. 


1. AND, as to the fir/t of theſe, thoſe of 
us who can remember a little more than 
fifty years backward, as many of us can do, 
can well remember what were the fears, 
yea what the terrors and conſternation of 
the minds of all who had any concern for 
the intereſt of true religion, or the peace of 
their own conſciences, when they expected 
that God was going to deprive them of the 
word and ordinances of religion as deliver'd 
to us by Jeſus Chriſt and his apoſtles, and 
to bring upon us the groſſeſt idolatry, and 
the greateſt corruption of chriſtianity; or 
at leaſt to ſubject us to the fiery trial, and 
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God; and cried alike to the Lord, and to 
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put to the ſevereſt proof the ſtrength of our 
faith, and the ſincerity of our love to our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt. Not long before this, 
many of the faithful miniſters of Chriſt 
had been baniſh'd from the larger reſorts 


drag'd away to pine or periſh in prifons, or 
conſign'd over at leaſt to poverty and want: 
But how much worſe was it when all pro- | 
feſſions and denominations of proteſtants, 
thoſe who perſecuted, and thoſe who were 
perſecuted by them, were likely to fall un- 
der a general, undiſtinguiſhing, and more 
dreadful perſecution ? And when we ex- 
pected to ſuffer, not merely the loſs of goods 
and liberty, but of life itſelf; if, at leaſt, 
the peace and falvation of our ſouls was 
dearer to us than life itſelf. 

Bur when all trembled for the ark of 
God, and feared for themſelves, and for their 
little ones, and for the whole church of 


the Saviour whom God had prepared, and 
raiſed up as the only probable inſtrument, 
under God, to effect a deliverance; and de- 
liverance cas effected; a deliverance ſo great, 
ſo ſudden, ſo without noiſe or blood, and 
for this reaſon ſo unexpected, and almoſt 
incredible to us, that we were ready to ſay 
with the church of the Jews, Pſal. cxxvi. 
Jen God turned again the captivity of Zion 

We 
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we were like them that dream: When it 
might ſeem thus to be rather a pleating vi- 
fon or dream of deliverance, than a real cer- 
tainty of waking happineſs, what yet was the 
effect of it ? how ſoon did one denomination 
forget their promiſes to the other, and the 
other forget their promiſes to God, and both - 
return to their former jcalouſies and animo- 
ſities, or forget, at leaſt, their former love 
and zeal in thoſe days of common danger 
and temptation, when they had no hope 
but in God, and no comfort but in their 
conſtant recourſe to him, and union with 
one another ? 

'T1s true, there was a preſent ſenſe of 
the mercy. The Lord had done great things 
for us, whereof we were glad. Then were our 
mouths fil'd with laughter, and our tongues 
with ſinging. We ran in crowds to the 
places of our religious aſſemblies that had 
been opened to us ; and whatever were the 
deſign of thoſe that had opened them a little 
before, open now by the kind providence of 
God, in ſuch a manner, that they have ne- 
ver been ſhut againſt us from that day to 
this. In this we have not been ſtraiten d in 
the providence of God, or the laws of the 
land; but have we not been ftraiter'd in cur 
own bowels ? How little deſire has there been 
of ſacred enjoyments, or breathing after the 


moſt ſalutary and affecting ordinances of our 
E 2 reli- 
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religion? and how did we cool by ſwift de- 
grees, and remit of our former fervor of de- 
votion; and eſpecially as that generation died 
away who had ſeen the wonders of the Lord, 
or experienced the terrors of a ſtate of utmoſt 
danger to their moſt important intereſts to 
all eternity? Another race aroſe that knew 
not God, as the God of their ſalvation, nor 
had felt the pain of long abſence and fre- 
quent baniſhment from the houſe of God. 
And, where there was a viſible coldneſs and 
indifference towards public worſhip, twas 
not to be ſuppos'd that ſecret religion would 
long be kept up. 

AND, indeed, as ſuch a day as this al- 
lows, and even requires me to ſpeak freely; 
ſuch is the preſent ſtate of things among us, 
with thoſe, at leaſt, who live in the great, 
and politer world, that if any young con- 
verts, under a real ſenſe of piety, and a 
powerful conviction of the neceſſity of re- 
tirement, and the duty of cloſet-religion, 
ſhould think of ſetting it up, and of keep- 
ing cloſely and conſtantly to it, all the reſt 
of the world about them ſeem to be in a 
general conſpiracy to prevent and forbid the 
thing, and they would find themſelves for 
ever expoſed to the intruſion of the vain, 
the idle, the pleaſurable part of mankind, 
who will be maſters of their evening hours ; 
and, if poſſible, hurry them away * 
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with them into the ſame ſcenes of mid- 
night vanity and folly. And thus nature, 
which muſt have its time for needful re- 
freſhment, is forced to entrench on the 
morning hours of the day, which are al- 
molt loſt in life with a great part of the 
nation, and make it a real difficulty, even 
to thoſe who are truly deſirous of appear- 
ing before their God on his own day, to 
fave the hours appointed for morning wor- 
ſhip in public, or obliges them to omit all 
private preparation for public worſhip, which 
is ſo neceſſary to give us a juſt ſenſe of what 
we are going to do or enjoy, or even to aſk 
of God his preſence with us, and his bleſ- 
ſing upon us. Tis the fame alſo which has 
neceſſarily abridg'd the hours of our public 
worſhip, and rendered it impracticable for 
thoſe, who live in the higher ſtations of 


life, to attend upon them on both parts of 


the day; and into how narrow a compaſs 
it will at laſt reduce them time only can diſ- 
cover, | 

2. Bu r, alas! have we only to complain 
of the decay of religion ? 

IN a great part of the nation is there 
any religion at all remaining ? or ſo much 
as the face and pretence of it ? does not the 
very appearance of it in any perſons very 
often expoſe them to contempt ? and, in- 
ſtead of making a profeſſion of the * 

0 


WW us to Oo» 


| 
: 
} 


” 


32 Iſrael and England compared. 


do we not glory rather in the profeſſion of 
infidelity ? And as God complains in the 
430 chapter of this very prophecy, Thou ha/? 
been weary of me, O Tjrael; are not we alſo 
growing weary of chriſtianity ? at the ſame 
time that, for the ſake of certain civil ad- 
vantages, we can ſubmit to engage in the 
moſt peculiar and ſolemn ordinances of that 
very religion which we inwardly and hear- 
tily deſpiſe. A manifeſt violation of the 
majeſty of conſcience, and of the law or 
light of nature, the only rule we will allow 
that the great God has given, or can poſſi- 
bly be ſuppoſed to have given, to mankind ; 
and an inſtance of the greateſt meanneſs 
of ſpirit : for hypocriſy is one of the baſeſt 
and moſt deſpicable, as well as the moſt. 
hatcful vices. 

INFIDELITY, indeed, might have ſome- 
thing to ſay for itſelf, if it aroſe from the 
real want of evidence in a religion which 
we do not renounce, till after our ſincereſt 


and molt diligent enquiries into the reaſons 


of our faith, But when it is owing to a 
jeſt only on ſome miſtaken paſſage in our 
bibles, to the company we keep, or to the 
levity of our own minds, and the reading 
only on one ſide of the queſtion ; and eſpeci- 
ally to the fear of finding the truth and our 
duty, where we are utterly unwilling to 
find it; whatever we may think of fuch 
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incredulity, he that has given us all the ne- 

ceſſary means of conviction, will judge of 
us as of thoſe who believe not the truth, 
becauſe they have pieaſure in unri ghteouſneſs, 
or falſtood, according to the deſcription the 
apoſtle gives of ſome in the 2 J. ii. 10, 
12. And I perſuade myſelf that if the 
moſt of infidels and ſceptics would care- 
fully examine themſelves, they would find 
that their doubts and objections againſt the 
truth of the chriſtian religion did not be- 
gin in the reaſonings of their minds, but 
in the vices of their lives, or the indiſpoſi- 
tion of their hearts 70 receive the truth in 
the love thereof, or an impatience of reſtraint 
by the laws of chriſtianity. They make ſhip- 
wreck of the faith, becauſe they had firſt made 
ſhipwreck of a good conſcience. Therefore 
the bible is ſeldom or never read ; and every 
book, or pamphlet, that ſhall call in queſ- 
tion, or even expoſe, the doctrines of the 
bible, is read with eagerneſs, how plainly 
ſoever thoſe doctrines are perverted, or the 
facts themſelves recorded in the ſcriptures, 
deſignedly and maliciouſly miſrepreſented. 
But, 

Howrvrk it be with the upper part of 
the world, or with men of leiſure and read- 
ing, the body of the lower rank of perſons 
among us, ſeem not to give themſelves the 
trouble to have ſo much as a notion of 

religion, 
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ligion, unleſs it be in their contempt and 
hatred of all thoſe who make any profeſ- 
ſion of it, and eſpecially any peculiar pro- 
feſſion; and, for this reaſon, 

3. Tun have abandoned themſelves to 
all manner of immorality, and, to the pro- 
faneneſs of oaths and curſes, and violation 
of the ſabbath. They add lewdneſs, drun- 
kennels, perjury, revelling, riot, and even 
murder and violence, in every ſtreet of a 
city once fam'd for the good order, peace 
and ſecurity maintained in it, and where it 
has been obſerved , within our memory, 
to the honour of it, in diſtinction from 
other cities abroad, that we might walk 
without fear or danger from one end of it 
to another, any hour of the night itſelf. 
But how is the face of things quite chang'd 
in a few years; and where it will end, 
and how far it will proceed, who can at 
preſent ſo much as conjecture ? 

BUT it were endleſs to enlarge here; 
neither will the little remainder of time al- 
low it, which we have reſerved for the 
third and laſt part of this diſcourſe. I will 
only obſerve, that this is the nation once 
eſteemed for a ſerious ſenſe of religion, and, 
as appears by the journals of our ſailors, that 
never ſent their ſhips themſelves on any 
conſiderable adventures abroad, without pro- 


viſion 
s See Mr, Shawer's Reformation Sermon. 
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viſion for the worſhip of God among them, at 
fea as well as at land; and whoſe language fo- 
reigners thought it worth the while to learn, 
that they might partake themſelves, or be 
able to communicate to others, the ſpirit of 
piety and devotion that breath'd in the writ- 
ings of ſuch a people. And now, 


III. Is ſuch have been the diſtinguiſh- 
ing privileges of ſuch a nation and church, 
and we muſt own that God has given us 
thus all things that partain to life, or to god- 
lineſs ; all we could reaſonably aſk 'of him ; 
and all to fo little purpoſe : if ſuch a people, 
in ſuch circumſtances, are called upon by 
public authority, that is, by thoſe who are 
the propereſt judges of the ſituation we are 
in, to keep a day of prayer and humiliation 
of ourſelves, under a ſenſe of our fins, or of 
our danger ; what is it that God may juſtly 
expect from us, or what the behaviour that 
muſt needs become us ? 


I SHALL only conſider it under two 
heads, 


Firſt, That we humble, and even greatly 
humble ourſelves under the guilt of ſuch a 
conduct. 

Secondly, That we keep ſuch a day with a 


ſincere purpoſe and reſolution of amendment. 
And, 
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1. IT becomes us this day to humble, 
and even greatly to humble ourſelves under 
the ſenſe of our preſent conduct. Thus it 
was when ail Hrael appointed a day of faſt- 
ing and humiliation; Neb. ix. They confeſſed 
before the Lord, and humbled themſelves, un- 
der a ſenſe of the ſins of their fathers, and 
their own ſins. Our fathers, ſay they, dealt 
proudly, and hardened their necks, and bearken'd 
not to thy commandments, And as to them- 
ſelves, Thou art juſt, ſay they, in all that is 
brought upon us; for thou haſh done right, but 
we have done wickedly, our kings, our princes, 
our prieſts, and our fathers, ver. 3, 16, 33. 
So. Daniel ix. 38. in words that are well 
worth the reading and conſidering upon this 
occaſion. And let it be remembred that this 
of Daniel was a private and perſonal faſt, 
though upon a public occaſion. And I men- 
tion this, that I may obſerve, how proper 
ſoever it be upon ſuch a day. to confeſs be- 
fore the Lord the fins of which we are 
guilty as a nation; if yet we deal ſincerely 


with God, every one of us will lay his hand 


alſo upon his own breaſt, and enter into his 
own heart, and confeſs the-errors of his own 
ways, and will aſk himſelf what ſhare of 
the national load of guilt each of us have 
reaſon to take to ourſelyes. 

2. Bu x humiliation is in order to AMEND= 
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Godly forrow, wherever it it is truly found, 
worketh repentance nat repented. Without 
this there is no fincere confeſſion or true 
contrition. Joel ii. 12, 13. Turn you to 
me, faith God, with all your heart, and 
with faſting and weeping. And rend your 
heart, and not your garment, and turn unto 
the Lord your God. And to ſuch a pur- 
poſe, if to any good purpoſe, a faſt is pro- 
claimed, So it was in the faſt we men- 
tioned in Nehemiah, as we ſee at the clofe 
of the chapter, where that ome make a 
SURE covenant with God, and write it, and 
their princes, levites and prieſis ſeal to it, 
and Nehemiah himſelf, their governor, ſet 
his ſeal the firſt, and after theſe the reft of 
the people, chap. x. 1, 28. and bound them- 


ſelves, in the moſt ſolemn and awful man- 


ner, to obſerve and do all the commandments 
of the Lord their God, ver. 29. And the 
ſame we may obſerve in Ezra x. 

Trnvs muſt we alſo reſolve to do, at 
leaſt, in the ſpirit of ſuch examples. And 
when a public faſt is proclaimed, whatever 
we really 4, or do not, in the letter, 
we vertually covenant with God, and our 
kings, our princes, our prieſts, and all the 
people, are underſtood either to ſet, or not 
to ſet, their ſeals to it, according as t 


deal faithfully and ſincerely, or falſly and 
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deceitfully in the appointment and ſolem- 
nizing of ſuch a day. 

AN p, if we, really deal thus faithfully 
and ſincerely, what a change will it make 
in the ſpirit and conduct of this whole na- 


tion henceforward ? and what hereupon 


may we not expect from that God before 
whom we have thus humbled ourſelves, 
with ſincereſt repentance ; and to whom 
we return with all our hearts, and with all 
our fouls * For then ſhall the Lord be jealous 
for this his land, and pity his people; as it is 


ſaid in Joel ii. 18, Then may we hope to 


hear glad tidings from our forces and our 
fleets abroad, and may expect that ſucceſs 
and victory ſhall attend them. And with- 
out this we may expect the very reverfe : 
defeat, diſgrace and diſappointment ; and 
after all the vaſteſt preparations, and the 
moſt towering hopes, to have that antient 
obſervation concerning the people of this 


illand once more verified, that is, 0 enter- 


prize raſhly, and come off miſerably, in great 
undertakings. And as to that God in whoſe 
preſence we are aſſembled this day, if we 
do not thus humble ourſelves, and reſolve 
on a real and thorough refarmation, in cor- 
ſequence of it, the very pretence of keep- 
ing ſuch a day will be a new provocation, 
and inſtead of diverting the divine diſplea- 


{ure. 


a, 
* 
1 


S 


* 
44 
"20 


Iſrael and England compared. 39 


ſure, will only ſo much the more affront 
the eyes of his jealouſy. I will be iniquity 
even the ſolemn meeting, as he faith in the 
firſt chapter of this prophecy, ver. 1 1---1 5. 
Your new moons, and your appointed feaſts 

ſoul hateth : and when ye ſpread forth your 
hands, as we do on ſuch days of faſting and 
prayer, I will hide mine eyes from you : yea, 
when ye make many prayers, I will not hear. 
What then? why, Waſh ye, make ye clean; 


put away the evil of your doings from before 


mine eyes, &c. ver. 16. Without this, tho 
we ſhould make many prayers, and not 
only obſerve yearly faſts as in the laſt war, 
or monthly, as in the former, or even week- 
ly, as in the time of the diſtreſs of the pro- 
teſtants maſſacred in France, during the 
n reign of Queen Eligabeth; yet all this 
would be underſtood only as a more ſolemn 
mockery of God, and a deeper hypocriſy. 
AND 


* T have by me the form of prayer on this occaſion, 
together with other forms of public prayer, from the 
beginning of the reign of Queen Elizabeth to the revo- 
Jution, with the raſures, interpolations, and alterations, 
made in them from time to time, as they paſſed from 
one archbiſhop to another, down to archbiſhop San- 
creft, from a domeſtic of whoſe they came into my 
hands, and with them the ſpeech of archbiſhop Laud in 
the ſtar-chamber, occaſioned by ſome alterations in 
them imputed to him, Cc. 
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Axp now, what can I urge more pro- 
perly with you in the cont/ufon of thus dij- 
courſe, than the awful conſiderations which 
God himſelf ſets before this people, in the 
cloſe of this affecting and inſtructing para- 
ble? Let us read ver. 4--9. 

What could have been done more to my vine- 


yard that I have not done in it? wherefore 
| qwhen I expected it ſhould bring forth grapes, 


brought it forth wild grapes? And now, go 
fo, I will tell you what I will do to my vine- 


yard: I will tale away the bedge thereof, and 


break down the wall thereof, and 1 will lay it 
waſte ; I will alſo command the clouds that 
they rain no rain upm it. Wo to them that 
lay houſe to houſe till there be ns place | for 
more. | Jn mine ears faith the Lord of hoſts, 
of a truth many houſes ſhall be deſolate ; great 
and fair without inhabitant ; that is, in other 
words, he will unpeople us, he will un- 
church us. 

WuaAr a melancholly thing would it be, 


if, in ſuch a vaſt collection of houſes as is 


ſeen in this city, ſuch, perhaps, as is hardly 
to be ſeen again in any other city in the 


world, if the different manner of building 


Houſes here and in an empire celebrated for 
the prodigious magnitude of their cities be 
conſidered, there ſhould yet no people be 
found to inhabit them, and we ſhould walk 


through unnumbered ſtreets of perpetual 
ſolitude 
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ſolitude and deſolation, which would ſoon 
be the conſequence of the loſs of trade, 
which has raiſed it to ſuch a ſtupendous 
ſize in the compaſs of little more than 
the age of one man, from one of the leaſt 
of the capital cities of Europe. How me- 
lancholly, I ſay, when upon the ruin of 
this city would follow the poverty and de- 
population of a land which does but plow 
and ſow, and plant and feed innumerable 
herds and flocks, to maintain ſuch endleſs 
numbers in a city which receives the pro- 
duct of remoteſt counties, and ſends back 
in return the riches ſhe has drawn toge- 
ther from all the ends of the earth! And, 
together with the general poverty of the 
land, how would the dignity of the king- 
dom fink by equal degrees, the luſtre of 
its crown be tarniſhed, its royal navy lie 
unmann'd and rotting in our harbours, the 
majeſty of it diſappear from thenceforward, 

and its importance and influence abroad be 
no more the glory of the Engliſh nation, or 
the hope and ſupport of ha reſt of the 
nations, that have been wont to turn their 
eyes towards this iſland, as their laſt or their 
only refuge, againſt the power of tyrants 
and oppreſſors. 

AND yet, perhaps, ſtill mere melanchol- 
ly . the face of things appear, if the 
numerous. places of chriſtian worſhip, fuch 


a large 
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a large addition to which has been thought 
neceſſary within the compaſs of a few years, 
equal to the whole number of pariſh-chur- 
ches in the capital city of a neighbouring 
kingdom, ſhould all lie in ruins, or the ways 
to them mourn, becauſe none come, nor 
remain to come, to the ſolemn aſſemblies. 
And, eſpecially if ſuch a depopulation ſhou'd 
be owing to the power of ſome foreign in- 
vader, and the children of our Zion ſhall be 
carried into captivity, or be diſperſed where- 
ever they might hope for ſhelter, or to en- 
Joy truth and a good conſcience, 

AND what then would you do in the ſo- 
lemn day, and in the day of the feaſt of the 
Lord? Hol. ix. 5. You would then long, per- 
haps, for one of the days of the ſon of man, 
with this people, and not enjoy it. 

You may neglect ſuch ſeaſons now, 
your deſire is not to the Lord, nor to the me- 
morials of his name. But were you to be 
deprived of your ſabbaths, were you to be 
debarr'd from the ſolemn aſſemblies, to be 
baniſhed from the houſe and ordinances of 
God, and forbidden by a law to meet your 
God in this manner, or do it at your utmoſt 
peril ; then, perhaps, your former ſenſe of 
ſuch mercies would revive, you would re- 
flect with regret upon your preſent con- 
duct; you would think of valuable oppor- 
tunities ſlighted by you, and ordinances e 
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did not attend ; and would perſuade your- 
ſelves, it may be, that if God would but 


once more indulge you ſuch advantages, yea 


but one ſuch opportunity more, you would 
pray, you would hear, you would approach 
bis table in another manner than ever you 


WELL, is it not better to be delivered 
from the very occaſion of ſuch fruitleſs 
wiſhes, and vain promiſes, by a preſent va- 
lue for ſacred enjoyments, and improve- 
ment of them; and by ſuch a truly reli- 
gious conduct as ſhall prevent ſo dreadful 
a calamity ? 

O MAY this be the happy conſequence 


of the appointment of ſuch a day, and may 
we ſo behave in it, and after it, that from 


this very day our God may bleſs us. 
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| P 13. omit all between the crotchets. p. 24. dele 
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